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As part of the Department of State’s continuous efforts to provide U.S. citizens traveling
abroad with information about safety and security events, we are updating the
Worldwide Caution with information on the continuing threat of terrorist actions, political
violence, and criminal activity against U.S. citizens and interests abroad. This replaces
the Worldwide Caution dated March 6, 2017.
As terrorist attacks, political upheaval, and violence often take place without any
warning, U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance and
take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness when traveling. To better
prepare for possible emergencies, U.S. citizens are encouraged to read Country
Specific Information pages, Travel Warnings, and Travel Alerts
on travel.state.gov before planning a trip.
Travelers are urged to enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program(STEP) to
receive security messages and make it easier to locate you in an emergency. The
Department uses these security messages to convey information about terrorist threats,
security incidents, planned demonstrations, natural disasters, etc. In an emergency,
please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate or call the following numbers: 1888-407-4747 (toll-free in the United States and Canada) or 1-202-501-4444 from other
countries.
U.S. government facilities worldwide remain in a heightened state of alert. These
facilities may temporarily close or periodically suspend public services to assess their
security posture. In those instances, U.S. embassies and consulates will make every
effort to provide emergency services to U.S. citizens. U.S. citizens abroad are urged to
monitor the local news and maintain contact with the nearest U.S. embassy or
consulate.
Terrorist groups including ISIS, al-Qa’ida, their associates, and those inspired by such
organizations, are intent on attacking U.S. citizens wherever they are. Extremists may
use conventional or non-conventional weapons to target U.S. government and private
interests. Terrorists are increasingly using less sophisticated methods of attack to more
effectively target crowds, including the use of edged weapons, pistols, and vehicles as
weapons. Extremists increasingly aim to assault “soft” targets, such as:






high-profile public events (sporting contests, political rallies, demonstrations,
holiday events, celebratory gatherings, etc.)
hotels, clubs, and restaurants
places of worship
schools
parks
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shopping malls and markets
tourism infrastructure
public transportation systems
airports

In multiple regions, terrorists, guerrilla groups, and criminals seek to kidnap U.S.
citizens to finance their operations or for political purposes. The Department also
remains concerned that terrorists could again seek to down aircraft using concealed
explosives or hijack commercial flights
Private U.S. citizens should not travel to any country to participate in armed conflict.
U.S. citizens are reminded that fighting on behalf of or providing other forms of support
to designated terrorist organizations can constitute the provision of material support for
terrorism, which is a serious crime that can result in penalties, including prison time and
large fines.
In addition to concerns stemming from terrorism, travelers should be alert to the
possibility of political unrest, violence, demonstrations, and criminal activities when
traveling. Country-specific information pages and Travel Warnings should be consulted
to obtain the latest data on such threats.
Below, we provide information specific to different regions and countries. Please
consult travel.state.gov for additional information.
WESTERN HEMISPHERE: Insurgent groups, armed criminal gangs, and indigenous
terrorists remain active in Latin America, the Caribbean, and Canada. U.S. citizens are
particularly vulnerable to kidnap-for-ransom attempts and violent crimes of opportunity
while visiting a variety of countries. Gang- and narcotics-related violence is of concern
in several countries throughout the region. Political protests are common throughout the
region, and in some countries they can devolve into violence. Haiti is particularly
vulnerable to violent political protest activity, some of which has directly targeted U.S.
interests. Venezuela’s current political crisis has turned violent on numerous occasions
in 2017, including near-daily protests between April and August that have cost more
than 100 people their lives.
For further information:


See the Department of State's travel website for the Worldwide Caution, Travel
Warnings, Travel Alerts, and Country Specific Information.



Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.



The Department of State’s Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC) provides
several resources to enhance the safety and security of the U.S. private sector
abroad. Additional information on OSAC can be found on OSAC.gov or by
following OSAC on Twitter.
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Mariners and U.S. citizens considering maritime travel should also review
information at the websites of the National Geospatial Agency, the Maritime
Security Communications with Industry Portal, and the U.S. Coast Guard for
information related to maritime and port security globally.

Colombia Travel Warning
LAST UPDATED: JUNE 16, 2017

https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/colombia-travel-warning.html

The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens of the risk of travel to Colombia. U.S.
citizens should exercise caution, as violence linked to domestic insurgency, narcotrafficking, crime, and kidnapping occur in some rural and urban areas. This replaces
the previous travel warning dated April 5, 2016.
Organized political and criminal armed groups are active throughout much of the
country and their methods include the use of explosives and bomb threats in public
spaces. Violence associated with the armed groups occurs in rural areas as well as
Colombia's major cities, including in the capital. These groups are heavily involved in
the drug trade, extortion, kidnapping, and robbery. On November 30, 2016, the
Colombian government approved a peace accord with the largest guerrilla group, the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). The peace agreement is in the
process of being implemented and does not include other active armed groups.
Violent crime is a threat throughout Colombia. Kidnapping remains a threat, although
U.S. citizens are not specifically targeted. Violent political groups and other criminal
organizations occasionally kidnap and hold civilians, including foreigners, for ransom.
U.S. government officials and their families are generally permitted to travel to major
cities only by air. They may not use inter- or intra-city bus transportation or travel by
road outside urban areas at night. During daylight, they are permitted to use only the
following routes:




Main highways between Bogota and Bucaramanga, and between Bogota and
Ibague.
Highways between Manizales, Pereira, and Armenia and within the “coffee
country” departments of Caldas, Risaralda, and Quindío.
Highway 90 from Cartagena, through Barranquilla to Santa Marta.

All other travel by U.S. government personnel and their families requires a security
review and specific authorization.
If you do travel to Colombia, review your personal security plans, remain alert to your
surroundings, and learn more about staying safe on our Country Specific Information
page for Colombia. U.S. citizens who travel abroad should always have contingency
plans for emergency situations. Review the Traveler’s Checklist.
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For further information:








See the State Department's travel website for the Worldwide Caution, Travel
Warnings, Travel Alerts, and Country Specific Information for Colombia.
Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive security
messages and make it easier to locate you in an emergency.
Contact the U.S. Embassy in Colombia, located at Calle 24 Bis No. 48-50 Bogota,
D.C., Colombia, at (+57-1) 275-2000, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. After-hours emergency number for U.S. citizens is (+57-1) 275-2701.
Call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or 1-202-501-4444
from other countries from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday
through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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